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FLOOR SCHEDULE FOR THURSDAY, JULY 23, 2015

HOUSE MEETS AT: FIRST VOTE PREDICTED: LAST VOTE PREDICTED:
10:00 a.m.: Legislative
Business 12:30 - 1:30 p.m. 3:00 - 4:00 p.m.

Five “One Minutes”

H.Res. 370 — Rule providing for consideration of H.R. 3009 - “Enforce the Law for Sanctuary
Cities Act” (Rep. Hunter - Judiciary) (One hour of debate). The Rules Committee has
recommended a closed Rule that provides for one hour of general debate equally divided and
controlled by the Chair and Ranking Member of the Committee on Judiciary. The Rule allows one
motion to recommit and waives all points of order against the legislation.

The Rules Committee rejected a motion by Mr. McGovern of Massachusetts to consider H.R. 3009
under an open Rule. Members are urged to VOTE NO.

H.R. 1599 - Safe and Accurate Food Labeling Act of 2015 (Rep. Pompeo - Energy and
Commerce/Agriculture) (One hour of debate). H.R. 1599 would pre-empt any state or local laws
regarding the sale in interstate commerce of foods containing genetically modified organisms (GMOs),
including current or future state or local laws requiring labels on foods containing GMOs. It would also
bar the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) from requiring labeling unless it finds there is a material
difference in the functional, nutritional, or compositional characteristics, including information related
to allergens, between GMO and non-GMO food - a finding the FDA has never made. H.R. 1599 instead
directs the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) to establish a new voluntary certification program,
modeled on the existing organic certification program, to allow food manufacturers to label products as
GMO-free.

Additionally, the bill prevents states and localities from barring use of the term “natural” on food labels
of products with genetically engineered ingredients, leaving it up to the FDA to define the term and
promulgate regulations on its use on food labels.

Finally, the bill coordinates the FDA reviews of GMO foods with USDA review of genetically engineered
plant varieties, requiring the FDA to complete its review before USDA allows genetically engineered
plant varieties into interstate commerce.

The Rule, which was adopted yesterday, makes in order 3 amendments, each debatable for 10
minutes, equally divided between the offeror and an opponent and 1 amendment in the nature of a
substitute, debatable for 20 minutes, equally divided between the offeror and an opponent. The
amendments are:

Rep. DeFazio Amendment. Establishes that if a U.S. company or its subsidiary labels its product
as containing GMOs in any foreign country it must label the equivalent product the same way in the
u.s.

Reps. Huffman/Polis/McCollum/Grijalva/Ruiz Amendment. Ensures tribal sovereignty to
prohibit or restrict the cultivation of genetically engineered plants on tribal lands.

Rep. DeLauro Amendment. Prohibits the use of the term "natural" on food when a food is
produced using a genetically engineered plant.

Reps. Pingree/DeFazio/Polis Amendment in the Nature of a Substitute. Strikes the entire
bill and adds back the section that creates a non-GMO certification program and label at USDA.

Bill Text for H.R. 1599:
PDF Version

Background for H.R. 1599:
House Report (HTML Version)
House Report (PDF Version)

H.R. 3009 - “Enforce the Law for Sanctuary Cities Act” (Rep. Hunter - Judiciary) (One hour
of debate). H.R. 3009 is purportedly coming to the Floor in an effort to respond to the tragic death of
Kathryn Steinle in San Francisco earlier this month, but unfortunately H.R. 3009 does not actually
address the problem. Instead it is another cynical, political effort to appeal to the most right-wing,
anti-immigrant base of the Republican party.



http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d114:HRes370:/
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d114:HR1599:/
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d114:S%0b:/
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d114:S%0b:/
https://www.congress.gov/114/bills/hr1599/BILLS-114hr1599rh.pdf
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/cpquery/R?cp114:FLD010:@1(hr208)
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/cpquery/R?cp114:FLD010:@1(hr208)
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/cpquery/R?cp114:FLD010:@1(hr208)
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d114:HR3009:/
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H.R. 3009 claims to be a legislative solution to the tragic death earlier this month of Kathryn Steinle in
San Francisco by Juan Francisco Lopez-Sanchez, an undocumented immigrant. In point of fact, H.R.
3009, had it been law, would not have prevented the sequence of events in the months leading up to
this tragedy, which began when the Federal Bureau of Prisons, after holding Lopez-Sanchez for illegal
entry into the U.S, in March 2015 transferred him to the custody of the San Francisco’s sheriff office
based on a 20-year-old warrant for a marijuana charge in the expectation that the local district
attorney would prosecute Lopez-Sanchez. Rather than pursue the charge, however, the city’s district
attorney chose to drop it, which led the sheriff’s office to release Lopez-Sanchez, without notification to
federal immigration officials, into the local community in April rather than to Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) for deportation. In retrospect, it seems that a combination of miscommunication
and bureaucratic errors contributed to this tragedy.
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What has become clear in the three weeks since this tragedy occurred is that nothing in H.R. 3009
would have encouraged or required the San Francisco Sheriff’'s Department to certify that the district
attorney’s office would in fact prosecute Lopez-Sanchez before taking custody of him from the Bureau
of Prisons.

Also clear is that nothing in H.R. 3009 would have required the Bureau of Prisons and Immigration and
Customs Enforcement (ICE) to consult with both the Sheriff’s Department and the district attorney’s
office to determine whether justice would be better served by having ICE promptly deport Lopez-
Sanchez from the country rather than transferring him to the Sheriff’'s Department for an unlikely
prosecution on an old drug charge. And lastly, nothing in H.R. 3009 would even have affected the
Sheriff Department’s failure to notify ICE that it was releasing Mr. Lopez-Sanchez from jail.

This bill would deny federal criminal justice grants to local governments that have adopted policies to
limit when law enforcement officers may gather and disseminate information about any person’s
immigration status. Such policies are commonly adopted to encourage all residents to cooperate with
local law enforcement agencies to enhance public safety. This bill is not intended to address the actual
tragedy that occurred, but is instead being rushed to the Floor by House Republicans as a way to
demonize immigrants and spread the myth that they are criminals and threats to the public.

This bill would second-guess the decisions made by police chiefs and sheriffs around the country about
how best to police their communities and ensure public safety. That is why the U.S. Conference of
Mayors and the Law Enforcement Immigration Task Force have urged Congress not to take precipitous
action on this bill because it would have a negative impact on law enforcement agencies and public
safety across the nation.

In a perverse twist, this bill attempts to force State and local law enforcement agencies to do the
Federal government’s job on immigration rather than promoting public safety and community policing
by withholding from them federal funds that are specifically targeted to enhance public safety, support
community policing and assist crime victims. The Major County Sheriffs’ Association and the Fraternal
Order of Police strongly oppose the bill on this ground alone.

Once again, House Republicans are proving that they are incapable of putting any immigration bill on
the Floor that doesn't pursue a deportation-only approach. Whether it is deporting DREAMers, the
parents of U.S. citizens, children fleeing violence and trafficking, or co-opting the public safety mission
of state and local law enforcement agencies to increase deportations all around, that's all House
Republicans have been willing to bring to the Floor. They have not taken any action to address the
underlying issue and bring forward a comprehensive immigration reform bill. A real solution and one
that would actually make America safer is a sensible immigration system based on legality - getting
millions of immigrants into the system and on-the-books if they are playing by the rules and are not
criminals or threats to public safety.

Fixing our immigration system will resolve many of the issues States and localities must now address
because of federal inaction. It would also make our communities safer. Democrats and almost all
Americans are united in support for that approach, and it is irresponsible of House Republicans to focus
on partisan gimmickry at the expense of making real progress on immigration reform. Members are
urged to VOTE NO.

Bill Text for H.R. 3009:
PDF Version



https://www.congress.gov/114/bills/hr3009/BILLS-114hr3009ih.pdf
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The Daily Quote

“After more than two years of inaction on comprehensive immigration reform, the focus on
immigrants and what to do with them has come down to sanctuary cities... 'If it morphs into more
Trump-like accusations about people who are here, then it is a problem...” said Republican Sen.

Jeff Flake of Arizona. ‘I do worry that if we are looking at just one angle that it is easy to
demagogue.”

- National Journal, 7/21/2015




